Structure analyses of oligosaccharides are performed by using matrix-assisted laser desorption/ionization time-of-flight mass spectrometry (MALDI-TOF MS) and electrospray ionization mass spectrometry (ESI-MS). The structural isomers of oligosaccharides are distinguished by an analysis of the relative abundance of the product ions. These isomers are classified into three categories : branch isomers, linkage isomers, and isomeric mono-saccharides. We can analyze these isomers systematically by the analytical method of the relative abundance of the product ions.
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